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and fill them up ofi unk ood
iaugha.

But she and Ter twe
brother don't take thei &3
relationships lightly. -

Each mblmg hag a rnle,

closer in age.-Eldest’ EIEtEI‘ ‘M gnr
lawyer, organizes the i i
tional and trust furids, te

zenship and- ptregses.

planning and hard vor]

Cecilia, co-owner of & pharmacy, tends:-

to Bplntual and educational. needs;
cluding school, camp ‘and legsons.
checks on church attendancs; picks pi:
ano teachers, insists the kids gwim and
pluy team sporta. ever ]uoks aﬂer gmom
ing.

Restaurateur: Rnse, uwner uf PearI a
the Orient in Shaker Helghta calls her
self the fun aunt. :

But every game has a purpose. Plnymg
poker teaches you when to hold; fold and
bluff, she gaid,
Rose also  directs
any manual labor, | [
‘The children tend .
their  pgrandpar-
ents’ garden - and
clean - their rasi-
dence, and work
up through small
jobs in her réstau-

the sisters, whose children are glderand

rant.

Because most of -
the children are to- -
gether three Hines
a week, they are

growing up  like
brothers and sisters. All are encouraged
to talk to an auit or uncle if they don't
feel comfortable talking to parents.

Welss

Thay appear to be far from the typical’

American extended family, but mints

and uncles play important roles in this
country, says Weéndy Weiss, a Tucson, -
Ariz., family therapist. But 1t’s L largely s

invigible phenomenon. .’

After welceming her brphaned niece .

and nephew into her.own family ih 1979,
~ Weiss hegan to stisdy Such - Anterral

tionships, illustrated. strnngly in ex-f

tended athnic families, .

She found littie literature on the sub-
jectand decided it deserved scrutiny, .-

Calling on personal experience and.”

clinical practice; she“developed work-

shops, then collected storied from partie-
ipants, Last year, Weiss‘ond thiee fellow .

faculty members at the Center for Fain-
ily Studies ‘in Sprmgfield NI €0~
authoréd an artele, "The- “Aunt Niece
Connection,” for Famlly Therapy New:

Weigs is nnw plnnnmg a reseurch pru_]-

ect,

Aunts and nieces, ln pamcular, uften
have very etrong, enhanclng relutln
ships, Weias said recent]y .

The - themplsts repnrted fhat slaters

tend to Btay.in touch because women are
raised to value: relauunshlps If marriage

wealens the bend; a child’s-birth often -
rekindles it; Smgle sisters particularly, -~

- Aunts and uncles play imiportant mles In the Wung famlly I‘rom the left, top row, Steven Chan,
Margaret Wong, Rose Wong, Lily Hwang, Vincent Hwang and George Hwang: second row, Allison Chan,
‘Catherine Lee, Theresa Lee, Stepenie Fingsang and Cecll]a Fungsang, first row, Joseph Fungsang.

- Jacqueline Hwang and Francis Fungsang

" take an interest i nieces. Later, a niece

may ease faniily re-entry for an aunt os-

-_traclzed for such a reason as dwurce or
lesbmmsm :

careful and cunstderate, the uther {lam-

) -buyant and adventuruua

Weiss alsn nuted the role men--
- tioned by Rose Wong — of poten- -
-tial surrogate parént, who can lis- |

len to family problems -and pive = -

. had lived and 8 Western African

- fribe; They- bure many smnlan-
: .ties, he smd

mdependent unemutiunnladv:ce -
.- 'If the.aunt has'no children, or
~ only ‘sons, aid Weiss, she is likely
-0 pass on family lore'and memo-
: rabllm “to 7 nigces, . because
" “women arg tha keepers of con-
nection.” :
.- “And when aunts see them-
- selves through their meces eyes,
they get a.different experience of
themselves ‘and. feel enurmuusly'
valued," said Weiss, . " .
sYou. hear abbut imilar expem-
- -BlICEs wlth unules. but less uften,
she smd

Children learn about their families
; from seamg adult sisters interact, in hoth
.pusltwe -and negative ways, smd Weiss., .
:And a; mother. and. aunt can offer girls
-role models that may represent different .
sides of theif awn mother; one may be -

" Basically, nothing is written

" about either cnnnectinn, apreed

Anastagia Toufexis, a New York

- writer who explores_psychologi-
T cal issues and is considering writ-

ing a book about aunts and un-

‘¢les, Her uncle functioned as a.
surrogate intellectual and emo- -
_ tinnal father, she said.

“ "You have to dig for the infor-
mnl:mnr biat it's - there some-
‘where; ’sdeuufexl_s o

In the early '90s, Arthur Na-
perstek; professor of social work

- dt Case Western Reserve Univer-
-gity, did @ comparative study. of
“extended Jewish families in the

Polish. village where -his father

“Alints ancl ‘lincles contribute

*greatly to such- families; he said.
They  help instill strong family,
values, becaise nieces and neph-.
ews can_ study many family rele
- madels and the-choices the
. regent.And
.members tend to get ond. Keep -
better jobs, said Naperstek, be--

Tep-
extended-family

. éause they. share! knnwledge of

opportinities and. often - provide

: transuortahun tir.child care

| necessary.

“velop surrogate extended fami-

_muited situations, becruse people
. have not concentrated on it,” said
“Toufexis., "This -country is 50

JAMES A RIS ] FLAEN DEALER FHOTOGRAFHER |

WNaperstelc said family support -
also was eritical in helping his fa-
ther start a business after escap-
ing from' Poland just before
I\Xorld War II, and stgmﬁcant for

o1 could BO to my aunts and un-
‘cles if my pdrents were mad at
me, or too busy or I needed alittle
money,” he said. In turn, he and
his wife knew their siblings would
have cared fur then' chﬂdren, 1f

As fu}nily size decreases, suc-
cegsful families will need to de-

lies, - pechaps through religious
communities, said Naperstelk, i

. *“The aunt nnd uncle connection
i one of those horribly underesti-

hevked on the nuclear family that -
we never talk: abuut the bruader
famlly ”




