. 0st of my legal practice involves

immigration law, which is very
personal for me, T remember
coming here from Hong Kong, 1t
was the end of the Vietnam ern, and
1 eeme to Sexttle on a student vise
with very little maney but very big
dreams, The expertence had a very
profound impaet on my caresr and my 1ife, )

Being from the Far East, 1 was very supportive of the war in
Vietnam, I knew that if the communists took over, thousands would be
murdered, Bul when I got to Seattle, I was in shock. On the television, T
saw {housands of young peopfe smoldng put and prntestmg the war.
Whiste T carne [Foi it wis ati homor to b atis 1o sarve your cnuntr:,' 80
I just didn't Jmow what to think.

1 came to the U.8. with my sister, and wa were in
Scattle for only 10 days before we moved to [owa, 1 liked it

‘my husband. There were always 10 or 20 of us who went out and did -~
- things on the weekends or whenever we could find the time. His folks -

" hileresting s, just so T could continie to learn. T also took on alot of

the train from the Terminal Tower all the way to Van Alen Shoppirig
Center, which is at the end of the line. 1 lived i in Chagrm Tals, so I took
the Number Five bus all the way there.

We Chinese did everything ina gratp back then: That's how I met

owned a laundromat, and his father worked {or 11 years trying to save
{or the passage to get his family here, So,1ike I snid; immigration isa -
very personal thing for me.

Or course, I never stopped working once 1 got here: As a young lawyer
at & small lw fivm, § used to take time to listen to other court cnses and
Jearn trial technigues by watehing other mare experienced attorneys, 1 -

would call judges, and ask to be assigned as a second chalr, or to an

warlt—worl that didn's pay mueh — but it gava e ¢'lot of experience,

there, Thera was no racism because we were probably the
first Chinese people they had ever seen. I went to work as
a waitress to earn money for college. Then, in 1673, the
1i.8. Supreme Court made a ruling that allowed loreign-
horn nationals to become notaries and lawyers, 50§

The peopiﬂ wha come herefrom other countries arg ohsn

\ff‘ry innovative ;3"’0[315 who bnug with them ':%’{hla and the
desi

io open businesses and cmpic}y people — whichis 0

decided to go to law school in Buffalo, Back then, only
about 20 to 30 percent of nw students were women, and
there ware only three Asians in the whole schogl, 501 was
something of a trailblazer,

1 didn't really think that doors were closed to me, but when
gtaduuted I did have some trouble ﬁrldmg uJub 1 looked for J{JhS in
New Yorl,, Washington, D.C., just about anywhere that would tale me,
but in those days the federal, state and eity governments didn't hirve
Chinese women. I ended up teaching at the Siate University of New
York af Fredonia, From there I went back to Buifalo, where 1 worked
for the Mayor's Office a5 chief legal counsel for the HUD program. I
eame to Cleveland beeauss I got a job at what was then Cenéral
Nutional Banl. This is where my dreams really started to take hold.

I have some very {ond memaories of my [irst days here. I used to take

good for our entire city, They aiso hring their cimf_;ms with

~ immigration eases for numerous chiel executives and their families as

them — dreems they hope o realize here,

Now, o course, my brucLice is very well known. We handle
well as other individuals. Just recent]y, Twon two Peuple 5 Repuhht. of .
China asylums, both of them stowaways. In Clevelund, that's vivkually
unheard of — and I feal very good about it because it’s not just good for
them, it's also very good for our eommunity,

The people who come here from other countries are ofien very
innovative people who bring with them sldlis and tie desire to open
businesses and empioy people — which is good for our entire clty.

They also bring their dreams with them — dreams they hape to réalize
here, That's where I come in. 1 know where they're coming from, <&
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